Retrospective assessment of antibiotic and tourniquet use in an ambulatory surgery center.
In this study, 459 lower extremity surgeries were evaluated to assess and improve the quality of patient care at the Carnegie Surgery Center, Cleveland, Ohio. Two aspects of surgery were studied: the antibiotic usage and tourniquet application. The authors analyzed the rate of infection and the number of tourniquet complications that resulted from the surgeries. The infection rate was 0.65%, and there were no tourniquet complications. Using the information learned from the study and reviewing pertinent literature, recommendations were made to further enhance patient care.